
someone who brings shame to

their family by being different or

doing something wrong

many members of the family have

this quality, skill, disease...
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HE'S THE BLACK SHEEP
OF THE FAMILY

HE'S MY OWN FLESH AND
BLOOD

a very close relative

ALL FAMILIES HAVE A
SKELETON IN THE CUPBOARD

a dark or embarrassing secret

about their past that they would

prefer to remain undisclosed

RED HAIR RUNS IN THE FAMILY



relationships with family members

are stronger and more important

than relationships with people

outside of the family

she was born into a wealthy and

privileged family
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BLOOD IS THICKER THAN
WATER

SHE'S THE APPLE OF HIS
EYE

someone’s favourite or most

cherished person is the

apple of their eye

MY DAUGHTER'S MY PRIDE
AND JOY

she makes me extremely proud

and happy

SHE WAS BORN WITH A SILVER
SPOON IN HER MOUTH



a child usually has a similar

character or similar qualities to

his or her parents

a child is very similar (in

character and personality) to one

of their parents

THE APPLE DOESN'T FALL 
FAR FROM THE TREE

LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON
LIKE MOTHER, LIKE DAUGHTER

a child is similar to their

dad/mom in a particular way

SHE'S THE SPITTING IMAGE
OF HER MOTHER

 it means that those two people

look almost identical

HE'S A CHIP OFF THE OLD BLOCK
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